THE POLICY OF REVERSAL      1ST

dent, and friendly, A strong and independent issi.
Afghanistan without Kandahar was impossible.
Nor would Abdur Rahman be friendly unless he
were recognised as in every respect the successor
of Dost Mohammed. Lord Hartington, writing
to Lord RIpon on the llth of November 1880,
declared his opinion,, and the opinion of the Cabinet,
against advancing the frontier of India, and In
favour of employing a native, not a British,, Envoy
at Kabul. The Russian correspondence found at
Kabul was at this time published by the Standard
as a justification of Lord Lytton. But if it proved
that in 1878, before the Congress of Berlin, Russia
was not unwilling to use Shere Ali against British
power in India, it showed also that the Russian
Government through General Kaufmann had
distinctly advised him to agree with England
after the Treaty of Berlin had been signed. Lord
Hartington, however, made it perfectly clear that
England did not acknowledge any right on Russia's
part to interfere In Afghanistan. Such interference,
which Russia had always disclaimed, would not, he
explained, be tolerated by the Government of the
Queen. The difference between the Liberal and
Conservative Administrations concerned means,
not ends. Both were determined that Afghanistan
should be kept outside the sphere of Russian
influence. But while Lord Lytton and Lord
Cranbrook considered that the best means of
counteracting Russia was the dismemberment and
partition of Afghan territory, Lord Ripon and Lord
Hartington believed that a strong and independent
Afghanistan would be most friendly to the Empress
of India, and least friendly to the Czar. They
therefore, with the approval of the Cabinet, resolved
to withdraw British troops not only from Kandahar,
but also from the Khyber Pass and the Kuram
Valley. Lord Hartington was in fact opposed to